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BOOK REVIEW 

The beetles of America, by Richard Headstrom. 1977. A. S. Barnes and Company, 

Inc., P. O. Box 421, Cranbury, N.J. 08512. Hardbound, 488p., $17.50. 

Richard Headstrom took on quite an assignment when singlehanded he sat down 

to write, and illustrate, a guide to the beetles of America. This guide was prepared 
for the layman and may be useful also to high school biology teachers and to nature 
instructors. Twelve pages are devoted to the external morphology of beetles and 
the diagrams are clear and helpful. The diagram of the antenna is obviously pat¬ 
terned after the diagram in Comstock’s An Introduction to Entomology and Head¬ 
strom uses the term Clavola (from Comstock) rather than the currently used term, 
Flagellum. The remainder of the Introduction includes material on food beetles 

eat, their eggs, hatching and development, molting, insect color, migration, and de¬ 
fense. The only key present is a dichotomous key to families which refers the reader 
to the page on which each families’ general characteristics are discussed. For many 
of the families an outline diagram of a “typical” beetle is included. For each species 
presented, its scientific name, length, description, and distribution is given. A total of 
about 1200 species is included (this of course is but a fraction of the beetles found 
in the 48 contiguous states of the U.S.). Black and white diagrams of the elytra of 
about 500 species are depicted and about a dozen black and white photographs are 
included. The major shortcoming of this guide is that its title implies that the guide 
covers “the beetles of America” yet only a fraction of them are actually mentioned. 
The most meaningful way to cover this subject would be through a regional series 
of guides such as those planned by the Biological Research Institute of America, 
Inc. Such an approach to the identification of beetles in America is long overdue. 

—Paul P. Shubeck 


